Chemoselective N-Heterocyclic Carbene-Catalyzed Cascade of Enals with Nitroalkenes.
An unprecedented N-heterocyclic carbene catalyzed chemoselective and enantioselective cascade reaction of enals with nitroalkenes has been developed. A wide range of enantioenriched dihydrocoumarins has been prepared, and the reaction goes through an enolate intermediate generated under a catalytic process.